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GOD GIVES HOPE IN HARD TIMES



Music

Prayer

Opening Session
(Leader 1) Good evening. I am so excited to be able to introduce you to a very important person in the Bible. His name is Joseph. You will get to know quite a lot about him in the next several weeks. His story is very exciting. But mostly His story is about God. More than anything else I want you to know about God – I want you to know God and Joseph will help us to do just that!
Did you know that God is in control of everything that happens in the world – and that means that He is in control of everything that happens to you?  Did you know that?  I didn’t know that for a long time, but I am learning that about God. I am also learning that God gives us whatever we need so we can do what will please Him.  Did you know that?  I didn’t know that either when I was young like you, but I am learning that it is true. I am learning that God gives us grace and He also gives us joy. I didn’t know much about those things either, but He is helping me to learn and He will help you too.
(Leader 2) Tonight we are going to learn about hope.  Do you know what hope is? Some people think hope is what they want but what they will probably not get. (“I hope I make the baseball team, but I can’t throw or catch a ball.”  “I hope I can go on a vacation to Hawaii, but we don’t have much money and we have never flown in an airplane. And I am not even too sure where Hawaii is”). That is more like a wish that will probably not come true than hope. Hope in the Bible is different. It means that we can count on it. It is waiting for what God has promised and God never breaks His promises. (Have you ever had anyone promise you something and then not do what they promised?  It happens all the time – but never with God!  I am learning that too). Enough talking from me!  Let me introduce you to Joseph.  
(Joseph) Hello. My story tonight begins with me in prison. That is why I am dressed like this. But for you to know how that happened, I need to give you a little background.   See this coat. It is old and kind of tattered and dirty and it doesn’t fit anymore, but this is kind of where it all started. My Dad gave me this coat.  It was a very nice gift. O yes, I need to tell you that I had 11 brothers. Dad did not give any of them a coat like this. So what do you think happened?  And then there were some weird dreams that I had that pictured my brothers and even my Mom and Dad bowing to me. And I told my family the dreams. That made my brothers even madder. One day they jumped me and beat me up and threw me into a deep hole.  When some traders came along, they sold me as a slave and I was taken to a far away country. My parents thought I was dead. They thought I had been killed by a wild animal. But I was on my way to Egypt.
Being a slave was not too good. You have to do what everyone tells you to do, and if you don’t do it, they beat you. But as a slave I tried to do my best. You see, I love God and He expects us to do our best no matter where we are. The prison warden noticed that I could be trusted so he started to put me in charge of others by giving me some fairly easy jobs to do. He even had me working in his house – and he had a very nice house. But his wife was not so nice. She tried to get me to do something bad but I refused. God would not want me to do those bad things. When I refused, she lied to her husband and of course he believed her and not me, so I got in a lot of trouble and ended up back behind bars. And that is where my story begins tonight.

Prison is hard. You work hard and you also have time but there’s not much to do but think. Mostly it is lonely and hopeless.  I kept wondering, “Will I ever get out of here?  Will anything good come out of this?”  I have been taught to trust God and He will give me hope – that is confidence that He is somehow behind the scenes working this out so that it will show great things about Him and it will be good for me.  But while I was behind those bars, it was hard to trust Him.   I didn’t have much hope. 

Things went along without much change. It was very hard to not be able to go anywhere or do anything. And then one day there was a lot of commotion. The Pharaoh – he is the king of Egypt – got mad at his butler and his baker.  (Rich kings have people who take care of them, who serve them and make really good things for them). Anyway, the King threw them in jail – with me.  And I was assigned to take care of them.  This was something new. I wondered if God had something in mind for me in all of this. You will just have to wait to find out!  For now, I only want you to remember this.  God promises to give hope – even in hard times when it seems like God is nowhere to be found!  
(Leader 1) Thanks, Joseph. I can see how you might wonder if God had forgotten you. Well, kids, we have a lot of ground to cover, but before we get started, let’s talk to God!  (Prayer) (Dismiss to small groups)
Discussion Time
1) How did Joseph end up in jail?

2) What does the Bible mean by the word “hope?” 

3) What do you think…did Joseph have a lot of hope that God would take care of him? Did he have only a little hope/ Did he have any hope? Why do you think so? 

4) Have you had any hard times in your life or in your family? Did God know about these difficult times? Has God promised to help us? How might He help us?
5) The verse for tonight (and for the next few weeks is – Psalm 42:5 WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. (Note that to be cast down is to be discouraged and feeling like no one cares and no one can make it better. That was how Joseph was feeling. But God was at work even though Joseph did not know it. And God is at work with us as well – even if we don’t know it. So we can “hope in God” too!) 

Games 
Closing  
(Leader 1) Well, how did tonight go? Did you have a good evening?  Great.  Do you remember who we are talking about (Joseph – but mostly about God)!  Do you remember where the verse for this section lives in the Bible – what is its address?  (Psalm 42:5). That same verse is also found in Psalm 42:11 and in 43:5. So if you learn that verse you know three verses in the Bible!  

We have been talking about hope. And we are learning that God promises to give us hope – even in hard times.  Was Joseph having any hard times? (Yes – in prison) God was at work, but Joseph didn’t know it!  

Let’s see if we can say the verse for this section (Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD).  
We left Joseph in prison taking care of a butler and a baker.  Would God do anything for them? Would God do anything for Joseph? Was there any reason to have any hope that this would somehow turn out well?  Stay tuned… 
