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GOD GIVES HOPE THROUGH HIS HELP



Music

Prayer

Opening Session (Lights will focus on stage to the one speaking. The set on one side will be a jail).
(Joseph) Good evening. Do you remember who I am?  That’s right. I’m Joseph. Do you remember where I was last week?  Right again. I was in jail. This may be a hard question because we did not talk much about them, but do you remember who came in and shared my cell and I had to look after them?  You guys are good. That’s right. I had to take care of Pharaoh’s butler and his baker.  They did something to make Pharaoh mad and he put them in jail – with me!  I was “hoping” that God would get me out of jail and instead I got two cellmates that I had to take care of!  I did not think much of that!  Somehow I didn’t see much hope in that!
(Leader 1) Wow, Joseph. That Pharaoh was very powerful and you wouldn’t want to make him mad! So would you kids like to know what happened to Joseph?  I thought you might. He told you last week when he was a boy that something had happened to him and he told his family about it they got mad. Do you remember what it was?  That’s right. He had some dreams. Now dreams most of the time don’t mean much, except maybe you had too much pizza and Mountain Dew before you went to bed! But sometimes – on very rare occasions in the Bible, dreams were used by God to show something that was going to happen in the future. The dreams that Joseph had were God’s way of telling him, and his family, something about God and how He was going to help them. One of the problems with dreams is that most of the time we have no idea what they mean – if they mean anything at all.  
Joseph did not know for sure what the dreams meant – and he certainly did not know if they would come true or not.  And if someone else had a dream, Joseph would have no idea what those dreams might mean – except God had a plan!  He was going to give Joseph the ability to understand what a dream would mean. This was part of His plan to give Joseph the hope He was promising!  To help me tell you what happened next, Mr. Butler has come for a visit to tell you his story.    
BUTLER (puppet) – Good evening ladies and gentlemen.   I am the good butler for the Pharaoh of all of Egypt.  One particular day, the Pharaoh was in a particularly bad mood.  He was frustrated with me and with Mr. Baker, because we had not been particularly careful to do the thing that the Pharaoh demanded to be done in a particularly particular way. So he threw us in jail.  O, it was particularly awful. It was dirty. It was smelly. It was not fit for the rats that came to live with us!  Anyway on a particular night after tossing and turning for what seemed forever on a particularly lumpy bed, I finally fell asleep and I had a most shocking dream. I had no idea what it meant. When I awakened I was quite shaken. It seems that my co-worker, Mr. Baker, also had a dream that same night and he was equally troubled. We were both afraid to say anything until Joseph noticed that our faces were downcast and asked us what was troubling us. As I started to tell him that I had had a dream, Mr. Baker interrupted, and at the same time he was saying the same words.  We both expressed our ignorance as to what the dreams might mean.  Joseph told us that his God could help, so we should tell him the dreams and perhaps his God would give him the answer.  I shared my dream first. It was about a vine with three branches. They quickly blossomed and clusters of grapes appeared. I pressed the grapes, squeezing the juice into Pharaoh’s cup and gave it to him. That was my dream. Without hesitation, Joseph gave the meaning. In three days I would be taken from prison and restored to my old job as chief butler. O, I was particularly delighted by the interpretation. Seeing my good fortune, Mr. Baker decided to tell his dream.  It seems that there were three baskets on his head filled with baked goods for the Pharaoh, but birds came and were eating out of the baskets. Joseph’s interpretation was not so kind for Mr. Baker. In three days the Pharaoh would have Mr. Baker put to death – and that is exactly what happened.  Three days later Mr. Baker was executed, but I was set free to return to my position. 
(Leader 2) Mr. Butler, thank you. You did “particularly” good job in telling us your story!  Kids, Joseph learned something that day. 
(Joseph) Yes I did. Somehow, though I was not sure how, God was giving me hope by helping me do something that I did not know I could do. Somehow, God was going to use this to make people know God and to make things better for me – to get me out of this problem I was in.  I thought maybe I knew what He was going to do.   
(Leader 2) Mr. Butler did get out of jail in three days and went back to the Pharaoh. Before he was released from Joseph’s cell, Joseph asked him for a favor. He asked him to remember what God had done for him through Joseph by interpreting his dream. 
(Joseph) I thought for sure that this would be my way out – that the Pharaoh would hear what I had done for his servant and I would be released.  Why else would God have given me this ability! My hope was running high.  I could hardly wait for those prison doors to open setting me free!
(Leader 2) We will have to wait until next week to find out what happened!   Once again, we have lots to do. But before we get started, let’s pray. 
Discussion Time
1) Who joined Joseph in jail? (The butler and the baker – the butler was actually the “cupbearer.”  He protected the king. He was also something like a prime minister or a vice president. It was a very important position).  
2) What was Joseph able to do that he did not know he could do? (Interpret dreams)
3) What happened to the butler and the baker? Did this help Joseph “hope” in God?  (It did initially, but Joseph’s hope was more in what he expected God to do than in God Himself).
4) Has God ever helped you to do something that needed to be done that you did not know you could do? Did that help you to believe God?  
5) The verse again for tonight is – Psalm 42:5 WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. (Review that to be cast down is to be discouraged and feeling like no one cares and no one can make it better. That was how Joseph was feeling. Before God helped him.  He was learning, as God helped him, to hope in God. Remember that God always keeps His promises! Can we “hope in God” too?
Games – (Consider one game to be a relay game with a serving tray pouring a cup full of water, taking the cup to the next person so they can drink it and then run to fill another…)
Closing  
(Leader 1) Welcome back!  I hope you had a good evening.  I certainly did.  Remember that we are learning how great God is through the story of Joseph. Do you remember the verse for this quarter? Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. Joseph was learning to hope in God – and we can too because when God promises us something He always delivers on that promise!  He always keeps His word!    

We have been talking about hope. And we are learning that God promises to give us hope – and He sometimes does that by helping us to do what we may not have known or been able to do before.  Joseph was discouraged, but God did something for Joseph that gave him hope. And God can do things for us also that will give us hope.    

Let’s see if we can say the verse for this section (Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD).  
Let’s pray, asking God to help us to learn to hope in Him. 
(Produce a brief movie clip with a narrator). We left Joseph in prison thinking that surely the good report of the butler was God’s way of getting him out. Would God choose to use the butler in this way for Joseph’s good? Was Joseph’s stay in prison about to end?  Would he be free to return home and surprise his family? Would he remain in Egypt?   Find out next week…
