Adventure Club 2010-2011

Week Three– “Joseph – From Prison to Palace”

Section 1 (“God Gives Hope”) – Lesson 3 

September 29th, 2010





GOD GIVES HOPE…IN HIS TIME



Music

Prayer

Opening Session
(Leader 1) Good evening. In case you forgot, we have been learning about Joseph. Do you remember where he was last week?  That’s right. He was in jail.  He was sharing his cell with Pharaoh’s butler and baker. They had dreams but they had no idea what those dreams meant. God did something wonderful for Joseph. He gave him the ability to tell each of those men the meaning of their dreams.  For the butler, it was good news. For the baker it was bad news.  But Joseph was almost certain that God was going to use the butler – the one to whom good news was given – the one who had been released back into his old job – the one who was with the Pharaoh everyday – Joseph was sure that Mr. Butler would put in a good word for him and the Pharaoh would say something like, “You know, Mr. Butler, I had a feeling about that young man Joseph. He is a bright young lad and I just might be able to use him. I think I will order the prison guards to release him at once!” 
(Joseph) That’s right. I had it all worked out in my mind. I was just absolutely sure this is how God would set things up for me to be released.  Maybe I would get a little job doing something in the kingdom. Anything would be better than being locked up in here!  O my hope in God was running high!  I believed in God and I was sure that He had promised to take care of me and this was such a great opportunity. This must be why God allowed me to tell the butler and the baker the meanings of their dreams!  What a great God! I was already to celebrate. I was sure this is what God had planned! It had to be! 
But there was a problem. The butler was so happy to get out of jail and to go back to work, he forgot all about me!  I thought, “God, you are powerful. You can cause Mr. Butler to remember me. You can do that. I know you can!” But nothing happened. I thought I would be released that very day, but I wasn’t.  A day went by, then two, then a week, then a month…nothing!  
(Leader 2) How do you think Joseph felt? Have you ever been excited about something that was supposed to happen and then it didn’t happen?  How did you feel?  Maybe you thought you were going to go somewhere special but the trip got cancelled. Maybe you thought you were going to get a special gift of some kind, but on your birthday or Christmas, it was not what you were expecting and you were very disappointed. That is how Joseph felt. He was so certain that this is why God allowed all of this to happen and that this was the very thing that God was going to use to set him free, but nothing happened.  
Actually nothing happened for two whole years. Do you remember being told that when God makes a promise, He always keeps His promises? That is absolutely true.  Now God does not promise to give you a new bike or a video game system or a laptop computer. But God does promise to love us and watch out for us and to help us. But sometimes God’s timing and way of doing things are not what we expect or want.  What we want we usually want right now – but sometimes we are not ready for what we want. If God gave us what we want when we want it, it might prove to be not good but actually bad for us.  

If Mr. Butler would have told the Pharaoh about Joseph, the Pharaoh might have listened and he might have allowed Joseph to get out of jail.  But if that had happened, then some of the things that God had planned for Joseph would never have occurred.  Part of hoping in God is learning to wait for His time. God always does things right and always at just the right time but sometimes not when we want it or expect it. Joseph had a hard time with that lesson. God allowed him to spend two more years in prison learning that lesson.  It is hard to hope in God when we don’t see anything getting better – but trust me (no, actually trust God) He knows what He is doing and we will be glad we waited on Him!  
So would you like to know what happened? Sorry, like Joseph you are just going to have to wait…maybe even for a couple of weeks…but I promise you that the wait will be good for us!  It is a good lesson that God wants to teach us! Let’s ask God to help us to learn to hope in Him even when the wait seems long (prayer). 
Discussion Time
1) What was Joseph expecting the butler to do? And what did Joseph think would happen next?
2) Do you think Joseph was hopeful in God or discouraged when nothing happened?  
3) How long did God seem to be silent? 
4) Another verse that would be good to consider and memorize is Psalm 27:13-14 “I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living! Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord.”
5) Does God keep His promises? Does God give us what He promises immediately? If God does not give us what He promises, does that mean He has broken His promises? If not, what does it mean?  
6) The verse again for tonight is – Psalm 42:5 WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD.   Let’s review it together. (Once again Joseph was “downcast.” He must have thought that not only had the butler forgotten him, but also that God had forgotten him.  Do you think God forgot Joseph? Do you think God ever forgets about us?)
Games – 
Closing  
(Leader 1) Welcome back!  We are learning how great God is through the story of Joseph. The main theme for this section of our club year is that God promises to give us HOPE. He gives us hope in hard times and He gives us hope through special help from time to time, but His hope for us is given in His own time. Sometimes we have to keep going when it is hard and even when we think this would be a great time for God to do what He has promised, but He seems to be silent. He knows what He is doing and He wants us to learn to trust Him! Let’s review the verse for this section: Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. Let’s say that together. 

(Leader 2) Joseph was learning to hope in God – and we can too because when God promises us something He always delivers on that promise!  He always keeps His word even if it doesn’t come at the time or in the way that we think it should.  Does God keep His promises? (Yes!)  Will they always be answered or given when we want them? (No.) They will come, but in His time. We may need to learn to wait – but when the answer comes it will be very good!  Believe me – This is true!     

(Produce a power point of Joseph to end the club night) (Narrator) So, for two more years, Joseph waited…and waited…and waited…What happened?  Stay tuned… 
