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Week Four – “Joseph – From Prison to Palace”

Section 1 (“God Gives Hope”) – Lesson 4 

October 6th, 2010





GOD GIVES HOPE…THROUGH HIS WORD



Music

Prayer

Opening Session
(Joseph) Hello. How are you doing? Aren’t you going to ask me how I am doing?  Go on...ask!  Not good!  Two years! Two years!  Nothing from God! Two years!  Is God going to let me rot in this prison?  Two years! Sorry. Sometimes I get emotional when I remember what it was like back then when my hopes were so high. Did I have any reason to hope in God for better days to come?  Things sure look bad now.    
(Leader 1) Hey, have you guys ever heard any “Good News – Bad News” jokes?  Here’s one: “Good News– Your bike is going faster and smoother than it ever has before.  Bad News – Somebody else is riding it  - they just stole your bike! Here’s another:  Good News – We finally got that big snow, so there will be no school tomorrow. Yeah! Bad News – It’s Saturday.  There was no school anyway!
Joseph’s life must have felt like a “good news, bad news” joke. He really did think God had forgotten him. How could he know whether or not God remembered? How could he really know if God cared or if God was going to do anything for him?  How could Joseph know?  

It is time for a flashback.  
(Joseph) The first week of Adventure Club I told you a little about myself when I was growing up. Do you remember how many brothers I had (11)? I told you about a coat – this coat – and how my father Jacob had given it to me, and how that caused my brothers to be jealous and to begin to hate me! It also didn’t help that I told on them when my brothers were doing wrong stuff. That made them very mad. But I also told you something else that happened. Do you remember what it was? I had a couple of dreams.  In one dream all of my brothers were bowing to me and in the other dream not only were they bowing to me, but also my Dad and my Mom were bowing. I was not too sure what that meant, but I knew it had something to do with my future and that these dreams were God’s way of telling me that He had something very important for me to do and to be.  
(Leader 2) We have talked already about believing the promises of God – we can hope in God because He always tells the truth and He will always deliver on His promises.  But how do we know what the promises of God are? In Joseph’s case, God’s promises to him about the future were in his dreams. Someday, God was going to put Joseph in a very important position where even his brothers and his parents would bow before him. He didn’t know when that would happen or how, or for sure what it meant, but he could be certain that it would happen because God said so – and what do we know about what God says? He always tells the truth and He always does what He says He will do. 
But how do you know what God’s promises are? Where can you find out? Joseph only had a little, but you have a whole book filled with God’s promises – and you can look at them anytime you want. You don’t have to wait for a dream or something like that. What we have is far better. We call this book, “the Bible.”  
(Joseph) Even though I was going through hard times and even though things did not work out with the butler and even though I had to wait two more years, I should not have doubted – I should have known that God would do what He said He would do when He gave me those dreams. 
(Leader 1) And we should have great hope in God no matter what we are going through, because God always, always, always keeps His promises!  Can you think of any promises God has made to you?  (He loves us. He will always be with us. If we trust Him He will take us to heaven when we die.  He promises never to leave us. He promises to give us His peace. He promises to help us when we are afraid or alone. He promises to protect us and to give us peace and to fill our lives with joy and on and on…).  We have a lot of promises in this book to make us hope in God!  
So would you like to know what happened at the end of that long two years?  Sorry, you are just going to have to wait…for another two weeks. Next week is going to be a very special club night – but more about that later!  Remember we can hope in God because we have His promises recorded in His word!  And when God promises us a promise, He promises it forever!   
Discussion Time
1) What promise did Joseph have from God in his dream several years earlier? If that was going to happen, what did that mean for Joseph who was now in jail?  
2) How should the promise of God make Joseph feel – hopeful or discouraged?  
3) Can you think of any promises in the Bible that God has made to us?  Can we really trust in God to keep His promises?  Is there anything that might keep God from keeping His promises? Here is another verse we might want to learn. It is fond in Joshua 21:45 – Not one word of all the good promises that the LORD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to pass. (If that was true for Israel, do you think it is true for us too?  I think so).   
4) What have you learned about Joseph so far?  What have you learned about God?  
5) The verse again for tonight is – Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. (Even though it was two longs years, Joseph could have kept his hope in God, because God had made a promise to him. God wants us to learn to have hope in Him as well – and we can because He has given us many promises as well).  
Games –

Closing   

(Leader 1) Welcome back!  God is such a great God to give us such incredible promises!  Not all of His promises are for right now, but all of His promises to us will be kept!  I am very glad about that. God gives us His hope! Let’s review one more time the verse for this quarter? Psalm 42:5 – WHY ARE YOU CAST DOWN, O MY SOUL, AND WHY ARE YOU IN TURMOIL WITHIN ME? HOPE IN GOD; FOR I SHALL AGAIN PRAISE HIM, MY SALVATION AND MY GOD. Let’s say that together. 

Next week is a very important week for Adventure Club and for you and for the adults in your family who take care of you.  The evening is going to be filled with singing and an opportunity to say our theme verse together for our parents.  You might see yourself on the big screen. There will be an opportunity to do a fun craft and maybe for some of you to make a special presentation to help us remember to hope in God. (And there might also be a nice snack)!  It is going to be fun!  So don’t miss out.  And bring someone with you to visit.  It is going to be a great night!   
Before we go, let’s just thank God that He has given us many good and precious promises in His Word and we can hope in God because He is faithful to keep His promises to us.  (Prayer)
